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The Most Important Question

By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
What is the most important question to be answered in this life?

It is a question that most people put off investigating.

Many people choose the most obvious answer because it is the easier of the two to justify.

There are two answers to this most important question.  Some pick the easy answer, some pick the hard one.

The question is not which career you will choose.

The question is not what social status you will pursue.

But the answer will greatly influence the way you live your life.

No, it is not your sexual orientation.  It is not…

The question is, Is this life all there is?

If you answer it like most of the people around you, you will live like them.  There will be no reason to think you should store up treasures for something that will never be.

But if you answer the question that there is, in fact, some form of afterlife, a life after what we see here on earth, the life you live here will show that you put priorities on things that will last beyond the grave.

So, Is there really some form of everlasting life?  There is a book that makes that claim.

Is that book reliable, credible, or is it just a bunch of religious theobabble, designed to subdue the masses and put power in the hands of a few clergy?

What is the evidence on which one can make an informed choice?

There are scholars on both sides of the question.  Some say the bible is just a collection of myths.

Other scholars say it is a communication from the creator of the universe telling us there really is a life after the grave.

Can we trust either group of scholars?  The answer to that is no.  You cannot put your trust in any human no matter what credentials or status.  There are those on both sides of the debate that have equal credentials and status.

So, what is one to do?

It appears that most humans are just going with the flow.

Currently, the politically correct view is that all religions are equal.  For all religions to be equal, none can be true because they all each contradict the others.  Yet, the flow is for everyone to just get along and assume all roads lead to the same final destination.

So, religion is not a positive answer that there is any such thing as supernatural life.

How about reality?  What is reality?  In reality, is there any such thing as an afterlife?

The vast majority, and the political correctness of today, dictate that the evidence is overwhelming that there is no such thing as an afterlife.  What you see is what you get.

If that is true, then there is no reason to not cheat on the rules to the game of life.  The only punishment is the natural consequences.  If you can beat the natural consequences—even for a small cheat, there is no punishment for the reward you get.  If you can beat the natural consequences, say you become a powerful politician, or business mogul, you can do as you please—and there is no such thing as moral wrongness in hurting other people, because, remember, there is no superpower to be responsible to, to punish rule breakers.

If there is no such thing as a master rule maker that has supernatural powers to enforce, then as the population realizes the freedom to win at the game of life is all within the life you see—that there is nothing beyond—no reason to build up treasures for the afterlife, it becomes OK to benefit oneself at the expense of others.  That is the downfall of society.

Throughout history, such has been the downfall of great societies, the downfall of great countries, nations, whatever you call them, the Egyptian dynasties, the Greek civilization, The Roman Empire, down through the ages it has cast civilization into dark ages when natural disasters or downturn in climatic conditions occur.

On the other hand, the concept of there being something beyond this life has been around for thousands of years.  It is the basis for nearly all of the many religions of this world, although there are exceptions.  The ancient pharaohs of Egypt were buried with physical treasures they believed would be useful in the afterlife.  The Judeo/Christian religion emphasizes storing up non-material treasures in a non-physical “heaven.”

So what is the real answer to that question that is in accord with reality?  Is this life all there really is?  Or is there an afterlife for which we should be storing up treasures?

Maybe the whole concept is just cooked up by a few people whose power has corrupted them absolutely.  Maybe it is make up to control the masses to keep them from destroying the civilization that keeps the moguls in lavish life style.

Maybe the idea of an afterlife, an eternal life for the few that find it, is real.  How are we to know?  Can we trust the Judeo/Christian, or Islamic teacher who tells us it is so?  How about the leaders of any other religion?  If it is so, then why are the “authorities” on the subject so much in disagreement as to the details?

Is there any such thing as a creator to which we owe our lives—and by extension, owe the possibility of living on beyond what we can see?  If so, how can we be sure we are following the right teacher—there are so many, and so many different versions of what they claim to be reality.

Is there any authority to which we can turn for the answer that is in accord with reality?

Can we trust our own senses that tell us what we see is what we get?  Is there any authority that is credible to which we can turn for the answer that there really is something more?

Science is the currently trusted source for discerning reality?  Over the past say, three-hundred to five-hundred years, modern science has been earning the right to be a trusted source of answers that are in accord with reality.  And that source appears to express the opinion that what we see is what we get, that life arose spontaneously, there is no creator, there is no life after death, no such thing as an everlasting existence of any kind of life after we die, no such thing as any kind of continued awareness after death.

And our society is showing the signs of that being the driving force behind the lives of the growing masses, overwhelming those who do believe our lives are governed by the belief in a greater hope.

What if there is no reality to the idea that there is an afterlife?  Even Paul of the bible talks about the life lived by those who believe there is an afterlife.  He says, If there is no resurrection, we, of all men, are most miserable.  But for those given over to the unprovable theory that there is no afterlife, that there is no creator, that all things are the result of a great accidental spontaneous explosion of complexity resulting in what we see as life, their life becomes dominated by…

Yes, I said Unprovable theory.  As it turns out, the theory that this life is all there is, is unprovable.  It is difficult to design a physical scientific experiment to prove there is something that is non-physical, or to prove there is not.  

But what if that which is everlasting life is not what religionists have interpreted it to be, some non-physical reality?  

What if it is a physical reality, but not matter, as in what most people think of as physical?  What if the meaning of the word adopted by religionists to describe the afterlife, the word, “spiritual,” actually has a technical meaning in the realm of reality—or rather originally had such a meaning?  What if that original concept really means invisible force, power, or, as science would say it, “energy?”  you see, modern science does accept the proposition that there is something in the realm of physical reality that can be neither created nor destroyed.  And that something is energy.  It can change form, even from energy to matter and back by Einstein’s formula, E=MC2.  And that puts a different light on the subject.  If this “afterlife” is “spiritual” as religionists say it, or “energy” as the technical meaning for the same word that religionists have religionized, there is the possibility that it could be within the realm of reality.

To continue…  As Paul of the bible said, those given over to the unprovable theory that there is no afterlife, that there is no creator, that all things are a great accidental spontaneous explosion of complexity resulting in what we see as life show the lifestyle that is the natural consequence of such a decision:  

 “   uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves… vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature… And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet…  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful… Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”  Rom 1:24-32 (KJV)

Observe that last phrase, a prediction of the television shows that are so popular with the masses today, “have pleasure in them that do them.”  And that is a very accurate description of what we see in the masses of today—at least in the media dominated by those bent on controlling the mindset of the masses of today.  Turn the TV on to most any channel at random—especially the sitcoms in prime time—although there are exceptions—mostly what you see fits very accurately into Paul’s description of the “depraved” mindset.  Was Paul led by some force or energy to that knowledge?  Or was he simply a very intelligent observer of human nature?  How was he to know that the masses of today were to, get their pleasure watching depictions on TV of people doing the very things brought on by the negative decision as to the most important question, that there is no afterlife, no natural consequences to how we live in the life we have in the here and now?

Throughout history, the bible has been interpreted by religionists in a way that destroys its credibility in the realm of reality.

But, is that the way it really is?

A fresh look at the bible, especially when the religionized words are converted back to their original technical meanings, reveals that, in the realm of reality, the damage to the credibility of the bible is the result of religion.  It is not the reality of what the original language of the ancient scriptures really says that brings the damage to credibility.

This fresh look at the ancient scriptures of the bible, from a scientific aspect, not only reveals the possibility that, there exists some form of intelligent life continuing after natural, physical death, it reveals more.  That fresh look reveals great credibility to those ancient scriptures in the realm of technical reality—that which some call the realm of science.

You see, in the ancient scriptures of the bible, there are some nearly three dozen major accounts of the origin of the universe, the earth, and life thereon, not simply the one account up front that has been degraded by religionists into what is now popularly known as the Judeo/Christian creation myth.

Within those accounts is factual knowledge that is not only in accord with reality as discovered by modern science, but published thousands of years before modern science discovered that same reality.

That pre-publication of those realities only recently discovered by modern science, those realities assumed to belong to modern science, those realities that give modern science the credibility it currently enjoys…, that pre-publication should give the ancient scriptures the same credibility enjoyed by modern science.

And that credible ancient scripture source definitely states that there really is life continuing on after what we see as natural death.

And if one were to live a life based on their answer to that most important question, an answer that is positive for the afterlife, the observable life would be much different from Paul’s description above.  In fact, the fruit of this everlasting intelligent form of life (“spirit”, the religionized word for that concept) “is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”  Galatians 5:22-23 New International Version (NIV)
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