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Who is God?

By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
“   [be] ready always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you…”  I Peter 3:16 (KJV)

“For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Yĕhovah  , ca. 700-680 BC,  Isaiah 55:9 (KJV)

Who, or what, is God?

The Problem

Most of what we have been taught about who or what God is, is based on unfounded assumptions.

The process goes something like this:  If God is…(fill in the blank)…then…(fill in the blank)…  

An Example

For example, if God is perfect and complete, then He has no needs.  The extension of that is then, He has no need of companionship.

But when you read the bible, you cannot escape to notice it starts out describing the need for a companion and concludes with a bride for Christ.

You see, the above If…then… process is the process whereby we have to come to have on the order of twenty to thirty thousand differing Christian denominations.

Another Example

If God is perfect, then the interpretation of his word will be perfect.  But, in reality we see it is not perfect.  Why is the interpretation of the bible not perfect?  Why do we have so many differing denominational explanations of what the bible really says?  Some would say, “No real God would allow His word to be so denominationalized.”  Or, could it be, that this concept of a real God is based on unfounded assumptions?

Does God Really Exist?

If, in fact, the God of the bible does exist, He is not following our rules constraining Him.  That is the first principle of the existence of God.  If God is the invention of man then, in reality, there is no real God.  But if God really exists, He cannot be the invention of man.

Is there any such thing as a concept of God that is in accord with reality?

Again, most of what we have been taught about who or what God is, is based on unfounded assumptions, based on human interpretation or based on imagination.

According to the bible, God existed before this universe existed.  It says, before the universe began, He thought about what would be various features of this universe—such things as light, air, water, land, photosynthesis, food chain…and eventually a companion for God expressed in the bible as, “the bride of Christ.”

But what did God do in the eons of eternity before this universe existed.  We are taught that the bible says (what it really specifically says is not the point) that God has existed forever.  What a lonely existence—unless there were previous projects.  But there I go, projecting an assumption that is beyond what is founded in reality.

There are two major theories about who or what “God” is.  

One theory is that It (God) is an invention of the imagination of human beings.  There are many corollaries to that theory such as, theologians invented God to control their subjects…

Another theory is that God is something that really exists, not invented by humans.

A corollary to that theory is that God has revealed at least some of what we think we know about God to humans via the ancient scriptures.

A further corollary to that corollary is that God is perfect, His word, the bible, is perfect and infallible.

A further sub-corollary to that corollary is that what we interpret the bible to say, even when we go beyond what it really says, is right because God would not let his people make mistakes about Him, and science is wrong in their observations of reality because their opinion conflicts with our interpretation of what the bible says.

An opposite corollary to that same theory is that God’s nature allows for the original ancient scripture to be misinterpreted by humans to the point that there are disconnects with reality that are due to errors in interpretation, errors that, in the minds of theologians, supercedes what the ancient scripture really says.  (There are plentiful biblical examples of God allowing humans to be blinded to reality for a season when there is a reason for the blinding.)

So What?

But then, that brings us to the original question.

Assuming God is a reality, Who, or what is God?

The existence or non-existence of God depends upon the definition of the nature of God that is under scrutiny.  Surely, a God that is fanciful imagination does not exist even if the real God does exist.  Many proofs of the non-existence of God depend upon the God that is under scrutiny to be defined in a way that does not exist.

Does a supernatural God exist who is a great sugar daddy in the sky that is like a genie in a bottle that does our bidding as a slave?  Of course not.  But does that prove that a correctly defined God does not exist?

The Concept of God versus Reality

Independent of whether or not God really exists, or is just an imaginary concept, 
The concept labeled “God” does exist.  That concept is just not universally defined.

When the concept “God” is mentioned, each person visualizes in their mind their own concept of what God is.  To many people, the God concept is either hazy, incomplete, or hidden, and that uncertainty is just a part of their mysterious concept of God being non-understandable.  Occult religions specialize in that mysteriousness.  The word occult actually means hidden.  To some people, “religion” equates to mysterious.

A popular doubters opinion of God, maybe even a predominate opinion, is that a God, according to their concept, is so unrealistic that such a thing cannot exist.  That makes it easier for people holding such a concept of God to reject it as a non-reality and dismiss it as an invention of human imagination.

The Reality

But then, the ability to dismiss the reality of God becomes more difficult when you look deeper into what the bible really says.  Going past the traditional interpretations and looking at only what is in accord with what the ancient scripture actually says reveals a God that is in accord with reality.

An Example of Accord with Reality

For example, currently there is great debate about what existed before this universe began.  There is agreement that it had a beginning, but what existed prior is the question in debate.  

Modern science is devising explanations that include the existence of nothingness and how nothingness could have spontaneously become somethingness.  Modern science is also devising explanations that include the prior existence of somethingness, of possible prior universe(s).  The question is still open.  Observing from the outside, it appears some of the feverish motivation, although it is strongly denied, might be to prove they are unbiased by some religious point of view.

Theologians, a few hundred years ago, tried to come to a consensus that what existed prior was, in fact, nothingness.  They came up with a doctrine stating that God created the universe out of nothing.  They call it the doctrine of creation ex-Nihilo.  There is not complete agreement among theologians who go beyond what the bible really says.  Some say out of nothing.  Some say out of chaos.  Some say out of pre-existing matter.  

But the ancient scripture of the bible says out of “darkness.”  All the elaborate explanations go beyond the scripture and try to explain what “darkness” really is.

What the bible really says is closer to what modern science has postulated than any elaborate theological explanation.  

One theory of modern science is that it was a black hole, then the “Big Bang,” followed by the expansion into the currently existing universe.

A black hole is where matter exists that is so dense that gravity is so strong that even light cannot escape.  But then, in a catastrophic event, some kind of blow out, suddenly not only light escaped, but the other stuff in the black hole escaped.  From there it continued to expanded out into what is now seen as the universe  The black hole was no longer able to prevent the escape of light and other stuff from the black hole.  (Where the black hole came from is beyond this discussion, and I have not yet found it addressed in the ancient scriptures.)

What does the bible have to say about this?

In one biblical creation account, in Genesis 1:3-4 the ancient scripture says, 

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light… and God extracted the light from the darkness.”

Could that “darkness” be in reference to what modern science calls a “black hole?”  Could that action be a description of what modern science calls the “Big Bang?”

But lets not be guilty of “cherry picking” the evidence.  Are there other biblical references describing the “black hole” and the “Big Bang?”

Further research shows 2 Corinthians 4:6 restates the concept that light escaped darkness, 

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness…”

In the biblical creation account found in the first chapter of the gospel of John, verse 5 says, 

“And the light shines in darkness; and the darkness did not prevent its escape.”

Why would prevention of the escape of light from this “darkness” even be mentioned if it were not a reference to the principle of physics that a black hole can, and in fact previously did, before the “big bang,” prevent the escape of light?

In the creation account found in the thirty-eighth chapter of Job, in describing the very beginning of the creation of the universe, in a reverse order chronological listing of detail, the ancient scripture ends the list with the following two details in reference to the beginning of the universe,

When the first generation stars were blowing out together, And all that which emanates from God gave a blast?    Job 38:7

In other words, the first thing that occurred was a great blast followed by an expansion of the universe of the first generation stars.

In the creation account found in the 104th chapter of Psalms, there is a chronological ordered listing of over fifty points of detail.  The first two details of the beginning of the universe are described thusly, 

“Who coverest [thyself] with light as [with] a garment: who stretchest out the heaven…”  Psalm 104:2  (Remember, words in brackets[] are added in translation.)

So, you see, those who teach that the bible is in opposition to the “Big Bang” theory simply do not understand the details with which the ancient scripture actually published it before it was discovered by modern science.  The animosity between religion and modern science, and the drive to win an argument, has blinded their eyes of understanding.  Yet, what they do not see, what they deny exists, is in fact, evidence of the credibility of the ancient scriptures in that the ancient scriptures published what could not have been known before modern science existed.

Another Example of Accord with Reality

And then, according to some peoples concept of God, He is perfect and should have been able to create a perfect universe the first time…that is just how “God” has to be according to their definition of “God.”  

But, that is not what either the bible says, or what is recorded in the creation itself.  

The bible itself, in the series of many biblical creation accounts, describes the same succession of events, related to this point, that modern science has discovered to be recorded in the creation itself.  That succession of events is a cycle of

rapid expansion of speciation, 

a long period of prolonged balanced ecology, followed by 

a catastrophic destruction of ecology (mass extinction is the scientific term) 

followed by another rapid expansion of speciation.  

Modern science calls this cycle, punctuated equilibrium.  

The bible describes it as, 

first, expansion of life in the seas (Cambrian explosion) 

then, destruction, (modern science calls it a mass extinction) 

followed by, renewal resulting in the era of megafauna, (punctuated equilibrium) 

then, another destruction (another mass extinction with biblically recorded details to numerous to prolong this essay) and 

another renewal, resulting in the age of mammals, in which humans are a late comer.

Again, in the debate between religion and science, the bible comes down on the side of science against the elaborate explanations of theologian.

So, again, the question, Who is God?  Is anyone right in their elaborate explanations of who God is?  Or do we need to drop back to the simple explanations found in the ancient scriptures of the bible.

When we quit pretending to know more about God than God himself reveals to us, suddenly reality and the ancient scriptures seem to have much more in common.
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