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Close Physical Encounters with the Extra-Terrestrial Intelligent Life Form the English Version of the Judeo-Christian Bible Calls “God”

By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

Yĕhovah (via Solomon) , ca. 953 BC,  2Chron 7:14 (KJV)

Seeking God’s Face.

When I was a child, I was taught that no one can look upon God and live.

Whatever, there are actual examples of people having an encounter with God that is very close to looking upon God—so much so, that physical features are described.

And all physical near sightings have features in common.

Close Physical Encounters:

Job’s Whirlwind

Moses’ Burning Bush

Moses on Mt. Sinai

Elijah’s Still Small Voice

Elijah’s Chariot and horses of fire

Tongues of Fire on Pentecost

Paul’s Bright Light on the Road to Damascus

John’s Description of the Throne Room

What is “God”?

“God” is a religious concept.

“God” is a word with many definitions, depending mostly on the religious belief of the person doing the defining.  From Cosmic Santa Clause to …

There is no non-religious universal definition of such a physical being

The English language word “God” is a religious word.

It has no technical equivalence.

The English language word “Lord” is a religious word.

But it also has a technical equivalence.

A lord is someone of higher social status who has social power over common people.

Not so of the ancient Hebrew language words found in the bible from which the words God and Lord are translated.  And so it is of the other religious terms used to refer to the deity of the bible.

Those biblical words have meaning in the realm of technical enquiry.

Even though the word “God” has only religious meaning, the biblical ancient Hebrew word from which it is translated, “Elohiym” has profound meaning in the realm of modern science.

Has the Concept of “God” had a subtle change from the Hebrew word to the Greek word?  …  From a higher power, force, or energy to a higher status, privilege, etc?

Possibly from the Greek word “theos” with the basic technical meaning of rising smoke from which we get our word thermal as in rising cloud of hot air.  Hence, the smoke and mirrors connotations of magic/occultism/religion

Then into English concept of some superstitious or religious entity

 Physical Sightings/Encounters:

Job’s Whirlwind

Some form of energy (described as whirlwind)

Able to communicate (possibly verbally[?] With Job)

Demonstrated Vast knowledge of natural Science
 apparently for the purpose of proving identity as the one who was there long before humans existed, during the formation of the universe and ecology as it was before and in the time of Job.  Such knowledge included the origin of the continents after the planet earth was completely covered with ocean having no continents and before the ecology, both without and with humans existed.

Job 38:1,2:  Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who [is] this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?

Job 40:6,7:  Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,  Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.

Moses’ Burning Bush

Some form of energy (described as like s non-consuming fire in a bush)

Moses on Mt. Sinai

Elijah’s Still Small Voice

http://www.internetmonk.com/archive/rethinking-the-still-small-voice
1 Kings 19:11-13
King James Version (KJV)

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:
12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?
Elijah went to Mt. Sinai because he thought he was the only faithful follower of the Lord left. He saw himself in the same dilemma as Moses faced after the people had sinned with the golden calf. With this in mind, Elijah went back to the place where Israel’s first prophet had met with God, where God had shown his glory and spoken to Moses, where the covenant was restored, where God had cut new tablets of stone for the people, where God answered Moses’ prayers and gave Israel a new start. Elijah was hoping God would do the same in his day, and start over again with him.
The Lord passes by with spectacular display, but DOES NOT SPEAK to Elijah (1Kings 19:11-12)
The Lord, as it were, “plays along” with Elijahâ€”to teach him a lesson. He takes Elijah through all the same experiences as Moses had. You have Elijah in the cave. You have the Lord “passing by.” You have spectacular displays of glory, here in earthquake, wind, and fire. One big difference: the Lord is not in any of this! When God passed by Moses, he proclaimed his Name to him, and Moses bowed down and worshiped (Exodus 34:6-8). God spoke. In contrast, when the Lord passed by Elijah, he said NOTHING. He didn’t communicate a thing.

And then, there was a silence. This is a better translation than “a still, small voice.” Absolute silence. Not God speaking to Elijah in “a gentle whisper,” but no sound whatsoever. Here’s how NRSV puts it:

1Kings 19:11-13 (NRSV)
He said, â€˜Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.â€™ Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.
This phrase is not describing some secret, tender, quiet communication between God and Elijah. It’s describing “the calm after the storm,” the intense silence that came after the bombastic display of God’s glorious power. It was not God whispering to Elijah but a silence that got Elijah’s attention and caused him to come out of the cave. Only at that point did God speak to him again.

Elijah’s Chariot and horses of fire

2Ki 2:11 
  
And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, [there appeared] a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

Paul’s Bright Light on the Road to Damascus

Some form of energy (described as a bright light)

Revelation 4:  Great White Throne

I serve a risen Savior  Author: Alfred H. Ackley (1933)

Verse 1:

I serve a risen Savior

  He’s in the world today.

I know that He is living,

  Whatever men may say.

I see His hand of mercy;

  I hear His voice of cheer;

And just the time I need Him

  He’s always near.

Chorus:

    He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!

    He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.

    He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!

    You ask me how I know He lives?

        He lives within my heart.

Verse 2:

In all the world around me

  I see His loving care,

And though my heart grows weary,

  I never will despair;

I know that He is leading,

  Through all the stormy blast;

The day of His appearing

  Will come at last.

Verse 3:

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian,

  Lift up your voice and sing

Eternal hallelujahs

  To Jesus Christ the King!

The Hope of all who seek Him,

  The Help of all who find,

None other is so loving,

  So good and kind.

To the religious doubter, the last verse of the chorus says it all.  The word heart is not a reference to the blood pumping organ in one’s chest.  It refers to the seemingly inner being where thoughts arise, emotions are felt, and the imagination originates—So, to the doubter, even in this song, this “God” concept is akin to any other imaginary companion with which a crazy person converses—an example of evolution at its best, the religiousization (imaginization) of a very technical concept.

� natural science, noun:  any of the sciences (as physics, chemistry, or biology) that deal with matter, energy, and their interrelations and transformations or with objectively measurable phenomena http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/natural%20science
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