The Character of God

04/22/10


The Character of God
The Eternal Character of God

By  Max B. Frederick, AnOldScientist
“   [be] ready always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you…”  I Peter 3:16 (KJV)

“I know, what I know, what I know.”
                        Charlotte Wheeler, Arnold, California, ca. 1979

There is something about the Character of God that is plainly obvious to humans.  It is the topic of one of the favorite verses used by theologians to condemn non believing humans.  Yet, that characteristic is so overlooked by theologians that it is almost as if the verse can be turned around and used to condemn theologians for not seeing the most obvious characteristic of God.

What is that characteristic of God?

It is that which is so most obvious that it is listed first after the statement that it is obvious.  It is that which is so obvious that modern science has stated it in the first Law of Thermodynamics.

So, what is this first law of thermodynamics?  Mathematically scientists put it in various forms, but they all add up to a simple statement in the English language:  The first law of thermodynamics, an expression of the principle of conservation of energy, states that energy can be transformed (changed from one form to another), but cannot be created or destroyed.
  Alternatively:  Energy is eternal.  To modern science it is obvious that there is something eternal.  Modern science has come to the conclusion, although with great reluctance and angst, that the universe as we observe it today, had a beginning some time in the distant past, but energy , they realize, has no beginning nor end.  Energy is eternal.

The bible simply puts it (emphasis added):  

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed [it] unto them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  Rom 1:18-20. (KJV)

Of course, the original Greek language version puts it more clearly than this seventeenth century English version.  The Greek words, ἀΐδιος and δύναμις  rendered eternal power, are more scientific than theologians are interested in.  The first meaning perpetual, eternal, everlasting, more specifically, without beginning and without end.  The second, is the word from which we get the name of the explosive, dynamite, that stick of potential energy capable of being transformed into great work, force, strength.  More specifically, in the Greek, it means inherent power resting in the potential to release visible energy.  In other words, it is very akin to the word modern science uses today for energy in all its forms, as in the first law of thermodynamics.  The original Greek phrase, taken as a whole, specifically means the same as the first law of thermodynamics, energy is eternal (and is a characteristic of God.)
Theologians, on the other hand, have had a more difficult time seeing the scientific significance of this statement.  As you notice in comparing the many modern  English versions of the bible, little has been done to clarify the phrase, eternal power.  On the other hand, the Greek word θειότης rendered “Godhead” is a word used only once in the New Testament.  It is a feminine word that that is derived from the general name of deities or divinities as used by the Greeks. Seemingly more important to theologians, the word “Godhead” has, in more modern translations, been clarified by theologians to such terms as divinity or divine nature, words that are thoroughly defined by religious tradition.  

So, what we have here is a scientific truth revealed in scripture long before modern science reduced it to a mathematical formula.

Back to the problem of the universe having a beginning, yet energy being eternal.  Modern science has a dilemma.  They agree with the bible that what the bible says is eternal, is in fact eternal.  They agree with what the bible says in that the universe as we observe it today, had a beginning.  They are even beginning to agree with the bible in that the beginning is, as so stated in the first verse of the bible, possibly the result of some conversion process where energy, the eternal pre-existence to the universe, is converted by some unknown process, as allowed by the recently discovered equivalence simplified in the famous formula, E=MC2, from the pre-existing form of energy into the currently existing form of mass, space and time (along with some energy left over form the conversion.)

Oh, yes, it is no coincidence.  It is no mistake.  The name for God in the original language used in the first verse of the bible is in fact, the plural form of the ancient Hebrew word for power (energy).  Therefore, the first verse of the bible is the equivalent to stating the operating of the modern science mathematical formula, E=MC2,  In the beginning, E=MC2.  (In the beginning, energies created the universe.)
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